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When it comes to discipline….
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FOUL PLAY UNDER HEAD CONTACT 
PROCESS & CISM

- Head Contact Process 
sanctions only

- Elite adult competitions 
(HIA in operation)

- One week mitigation of 
sanction from disciplinary 
outcome

- One player, one 
application only

- Strong relationships 
between WR and League 
disciplinary teams to 
ensure process is smooth

http://www.world.rugby/


CISM REQUIREMENTS 
AND PROCESS

Day 1

Day 2

Day 2-4

Day 3 - 6

Day 6

Day 7

Club/Union applies & 
World Rugby appoints a 
Reviewer from the panel

STEP 1

Reviewer arranges to speak to 
the designated coach to 

discuss the original incident 
and interventions.

STEP 3

Reviewer reverts to club 

to discuss further progressions. 

Reviewer confirms approval to WR 

STEP 5*

Form, videos, & docs are 
sent to the Reviewer by 

World Rugby

STEP 2

Club films & submits any 
additional footage 

required to Reviewer

STEP 4*

World Rugby formal letter 
to Club/Union, with copy 

to Reviewer & Competition

STEP 6

- Application form

- Disciplinary outcome and 

incident clips

- On-field training video/s

APPLICATION –
HCPCoachingIntervention@world.rugby

- Desk based 1:1 video 

looking at incident, 

what/why it happened plus 

learnings from process

* Not always necessary

http://www.world.rugby/
mailto:HCPCoachingIntervention@world.rugby


CISM Reviewers

Richie Gray
Scotland

Giselle Mather
England

Vincent Clerc
France

Mitch Chapman
Australia

Pablo Bouza
Argentina

Mike Cron
New Zealand

Neil de Kock
South Africa
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What do we ask for?

Marvin Woki
Rouen, ProD2

3 match ban

Reviewer: Vincent Clerc
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What do we ask for?

Tuaina Taulima, 
Queensland Reds

3 match ban

Reviewer: Mitch 
Chapman
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CISM SO FAR (July 21-Oct 22)

Starters v Replacements
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Reason for Coach Intervention

High Tackle

Dangerous cleanout

Leading elbow/forearm

Head on head

Shoulder charge
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Forwards

Backs
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CISM SO FAR (July 21-Oct 22)
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CISM SO FAR (July 21-Oct 22)
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So what? 
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But also… 93% non-reoffending rate
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Thank you!

• Keith Lewis
World Rugby, Laws Co-ordinator 

• Twitter: @KeithLewisRugby
• LinkedIn.com/in/keithlewisrugby
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