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DISCIPLINARY DECISION 

Match 
 

Wales v Australia 

Player's union Australia Competition 2021 Autumn Nations 
Series   

Date of match 
 

21st November 2021 Match venue Cardiff 

Applicable rules 
 

World Rugby’s regulations (WRR) 17, 18 and 20, as supplemented by the 
2021 Autumn Nations Series Disciplinary Rules (DR) 

 
PARTICULARS OF OFFENCE 

Player’s surname 
 

Valetini Player’s 
forename(s) 
 

Rob 

Player’s union Australia Player’s date of 
birth 

3rd September 1998 

Referee’s name 
 

Mike Adamson (SRU) Citing 
Commissioner’s 
name (if 
applicable) 

N/A 

Foul play ☒  Admitted          
☐  Not admitted 

Red card 
warranted 

☒  Admitted          
☐  Not admitted 

Offence 
 

Law 9.13 
 

SELECT:            Red card ☒     Citing    ☐        Other ☐ 
 
If “Other” selected, please specify: 
 
 

Summary of 
sanction 

3 weeks – Taking into account the Player’s playing season has ended, he is suspended until 
midnight on 18th February 2022. Free to play again on 19th February 2022 

 
HEARING DETAILS 

Hearing date 
 

26th November 2021 Hearing venue Zoom call 

Chairman/JO 
 

Mike Hamlin (RFU) 

Other Members of 
Disciplinary 
Committee 

Frank Hadden – ex Scottish International Coach (SRU) 
Mike Ross – ex Irish International Player (IRFU) 

Appearance Player 
 

YES ☒        NO ☐ Appearance union YES ☒         NO ☐ 

Player’s 
representative(s) 

Aaron Lloyd – Counsel 
Reid Hastie - Counsel 

Disciplinary Officer 
and/or other 
attendees 

Belinda Armstrong (6 
Nations) 
Paul McLoughlin (ARU 
Team Manager) 

List of documents/ 
materials provided 
to Player in advance 
of hearing 

Reports from the Referee, Assistant Referees & TMO 
Statement from Adam Beard – Wales No 4 
Medical Report – Dr Geoff Davies, Wales Team Dr 
Footage of the incident 
Various emails 
Hearing Confirmation 
2021 Autumn Nations Series Disciplinary Rules 
World Rugby Head Contact Process 
World Rugby HCP Application Form 
World Rugby Laws 17-20 
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SUMMARY OF ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF CITING/REFEREE’S REPORT/INCIDENT FOOTAGE 
1. The Referee’s report dated 20/11/21 stated :- 
“Wales 4 carried ball and Australia 8 committed a high tackle making contact with the head with 
force. No mitigating factors. Red card shown.” 
2. Mathieu Raynal & Nika Amashukeli, the appointed Assistant Referees did not see the 

incident live. 
3. Marius Jonker, the TMO stated “Wales 4 carried the ball and Australia 8 committed a high 

tackle making contact with the head. The incident was put on the screen and the referees 
issued a red card for head contact with force and no mitigating factor” 

4. Adam Beard, the Wales No 4 in a statement dated 21st November 2021 stated:-  
“In relation to the red card incident on Saturday 20th November during the Wales-v-
Australia game as I carried the ball into contact I was tackled by the Australian number 8 
and I felt a blow to the side of my head. I was attended to by the team doctor and physio 
and left field of play requiring stitches and did not return. 

5. The Broadcast footage and CCLO angles of the incident which included clips from numerous 
angles showed W4 carrying the ball, leaning forward running slightly (not directly forwards) 
across the field of play. The Player runs at speed from the defensive line. He is upright and 
not bent at the waist. His head does not go to either side of W4 but is maintained in a high 
and upright position. His arms are out and partially connect with W4, but do not wrap or 
grasp W4 and as they do the left side of the Player’s forehead makes contact with the right 
hand side of W4’s head. W4 falls to the ground, a mini ruck develops over W4. The referee 
then blows his whistle. W4 lies motionless on the floor and is attended by the medical staff. 
The three match officials then review the incident on the stadium screen. The referee then 
issues a red card. W4 is escorted from the field of play by the WRU medical staff and as he is 
leaving the Player can be seen walking by W4 and speaking to W4. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF OTHER EVIDENCE (e.g. medical reports) 

 
In a report dated 22nd November 2021, the WRU Team Doctor, Dr G Davies stated that he 
attended to Adam (W4) on the field of play during the match v Australia on 20/11/21 when he 
sustained a blow to his head/right eye. He had a large, ragged laceration of his right eyebrow 
and potentially had a concussive injury. After clearing his cervical spine I walked him off the 
pitch for a Head Injury Assessment and for the wound to be sutured. 
 
He failed his HIA and was diagnosed with concussion. A facio-maxillary surgeon then inserted a 
total of 20 stitches to the eyebrow wound. There was no clinical evidence of a facial fracture. 
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Efforts were made by Belinda Armstrong, the Disciplinary Administrator, at the request of the 
Chair to obtain an update of the medical condition of W4. This was not possible due to Dr Davies 
being on leave and it was not possible to obtain any information from W4’s Osprey’s club 
doctor.  
 
 
 
 

 
SUMMARY OF PLAYER’S EVIDENCE 

 
The Player admitted in the pre-hearing response to World Rugby Standard Directions that he 
accepted the Referee’s report, that the “Red Card Threshold/Test was met and that his tackle of 
W4 breached Law 9.13 in that he made high contact, head to head, with W4. He accepted that 
he was at fault for the incident, in that as a tackler, he had a responsibility to position himself 
and engage W4 in a way that avoided head contact. He should have bent, positioned his body 
lower, and positioned his head to the side of W4, to avoid this contact. He stated that his actions 
were not deliberate, but careless or reckless. He was seeking to get his arms out and to wrap W4 
in a smother tackle, but accepts that partly due to miscalculating the amount of time before the 
collision (as both players were coming together rather than the tackle being static) and partly 
due to poor technique in not lowering himself and positioning himself better, he caused the 
head to head collision. 
 
At the hearing he supplemented his written admission made above through his counsel, Aaron 
Lloyd, with brief and candid oral evidence. He had spotted W4 was a bit slow getting off the gain 
line and he intended tackling W4, (targeting the man and ball) behind the gain line. He got his 
technique wrong, he was too high and his head was in the wrong position. They clashed at 
speed. As he was walking off the field of play, he could see W4 was in pain and unhappy, he 
offered an apology saying to W4 “It was my fault” and W4 also said sorry. Due to Covid 
restrictions he was unable to speak to W4 after the game.  
 
In a helpful and detailed written submission from Mr Lloyd, he provided details of the Player’s 
personal details. He was 23 years old. He had represented Victoria at 3 age grade levels. He had 
5 caps for Australia U20s, 43 caps for Brumbies Super Rugby and since 2019 had 18 caps for 
Australia. He has no previous red cards nor any suspensions. He has received only one yellow 
card for a dangerous tackle. He provided his playing schedule up to March 2022, all of which are 
subject to Covid-19 related border restrictions. 
 

              The Player had completed a Coaching Intervention Application Form, wherein he specified his  
              tackling defects admitted above in respect of this incident.  
 
              The Player’s Head Coach, Dave Rennie provided a supportive statement dated 25th November  
              2021, wherein he opined that the Player was at fault and the Red Card was warranted. He had  
              discussed the incident with the Player and he was committed to working on improving his  
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              technique to avoid this happening again. 
 
              In summary, Mr Lloyd submitted that:- 
                       
                         (i). A finding that the incident warrants a Mid-Range entry point under WR Reg 17 for a  
                               Breach of Law 9.13, of 6 weeks/games suspension from game day activity 
                          (ii) 50% mitigation, all mitigation factors being present 
                          (iii) A suspension to 5th February 2022 including Barbarians v Samoa, Brumbies v Waratahs      
                                and Brumbies v Brumbies Development Team 
                          (iv) Permission for the Player to undertake an HCP Coaching Intervention in place of the  
                                 third week of the suspension, and that he be permitted an extended period of 14 days 
                                 to complete it in light of his Covid-19 quarantine/isolation obligations. 
               
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

1. The Player by his own admission committed a reckless tackle justifying a red card. The Player 
should have bent, positioned his body lower and his head to the side of W4. He ran at high 
speed in an upright position resulting in the left hand side of his forehead making contact 
with the right hand side of W4’s head in the region of W4’s forehead with force. 

2. W4 sustained a serious head injury. He was escorted from the field of play. He failed his HIA, 
sustained concussion and had 20 stitches inserted into his wound on the right hand side of 
his head in the region of the right eyebrow. 

3. The Player had also applied to participate in WR’s Coaching Intervention Programme. The 
Committee had the Player’s application form before them. This offending was not malicious, 
and therefore approved The Player’s application. The match which, subject to the Player 
being accepted to the programme and successfully completing it, would be Moana Pacifica v 
Brumbies on 18th February 2022. Furthermore, given the Player’s current isolation and the 
end of season in Australia, such extension of time to complete the Programme be granted as 
is agreed between the Player and World Rugby 
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DECISION 

 
Foul play           Admitted  ☒        Determined   ☐        Not determined ☐    Other disposal (please 

state)  ☐ 
Red card warranted Admitted  ☒        Determined   ☐        Not determined ☐    Other disposal (please 

state)  ☐ 

 

SANCTIONING PROCESS 
 
 
 

ASSESSMENT OF SERIOUSNESS 
 

Assessment of intent – WRR 17.18.1(a)-(b) 
Intentional/deliberate ☐                  reckless ☒ 

State reasons  
The clash of heads resulted from the Player’s poor tackling technique, he was upright and 
failed to bend and lower his body and put his head in the correct position, ie to the side of 
W4. There was no evidence of a deliberate act. 
Nature of actions – WRR 17.18.1(c) 
Running at speed in an upright position resulting in a significant clash of heads. 
 
Existence of provocation – WRR 17.18.1(d) 
 
n/a 
Whether Player retaliated – WRR 17.18.1(e) 
n/a 
 
Self-defence – WRR 17.18.1(f) 

n/a 
 
Effect on victim – WRR 17.18.1(g) 
W4 sustained a serious head injury – he was escorted from the field of play after 13 minutes 
of the game. He failed his HIA test, sustained concussion and had 20 stitches inserted into the 
would caused by the clash of heads. It was not known whether he was fit to play the 
following week. 
 
Effect on match – WRR 17.18.1(h) 
There was no resulting brawl or reaction from the teams, although both sides lost a front line 
player and Australia played the rest of the game with 14 players, which probably contributed 
to them losing the game. 
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Vulnerability of victim – WRR 17.18.1(i) 
W4 was running leaning forward in a classic manner, he was vulnerable to the extent that he 
would not have anticipated such a clash of heads with force. 
 
Level of participation/premeditation – WRR 17.18.1(j) 
No evidence of premeditation 
 
Conduct completed/attempted – WRR 17.18.1(k) 
Completed 
 
Other features of Player’s conduct – WRR 17.18.1(l) 
None 
 

 

ASSESSMENT OF SERIOUSNESS CONTINUED 
The assessment by the Committee was not unanimous. Two members of the Committee determined that the offending, 
notwithstanding the impact on W4, should be classified as mid range. One member determined that due to the impact upon 
W4 and the injuries he sustained as set out above, this factor was a compelling factor to conclude that this offending justified a 
top end entry point of ten+ weeks. The other two members disagreed. As the offending resulted in contact with the head in 
accordance with WR directive, the entry point had to be at least mid range   

Entry point  
Top end*               Weeks/matches 
 ☐ 

Mid-range                Weeks/matches 
 ☒6weeks 

Low end                       Weeks/matches 
  ☐ 

 
*If top end, the JO or Disciplinary Committee must identify, based on his/her/its assessment of the seriousness of the 
conduct, an entry point between the top end and the maximum sanction and provide the reasons for selecting this entry 
point, below (WRR 17.18.2).  

Reasons for selecting entry point above top end 
 

 

RELEVANT OFF-FIELD MITIGATING FACTORS 
 

Acknowledgement of guilt and timing – WRR 17.19.1(a) Player’s disciplinary record/good character – WRR 
17.19.1(b) 

Immediate, there was no prevarication from 
the Player 
 

This was his first red card and appearance 
before a Disciplinary Committee He had 
received one yellow card in his adult playing 
career. 
 

 Conduct prior to and at hearing – WRR 17.19.1(d) 
The Player is relatively young, 23 years of age, 
although he does have 75 international and 
first class games. 

Exemplary 
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Remorse and timing of remorse – WRR 17.19.1(e) Other off-field mitigation – WRR 17.19.1(f) 

He apologized on the field to W4, his apology 
was accepted and returned by W4 – his 
remorse was genuine. 

None 

 
Number of weeks/matches deducted:               
 

 

Summary of reason for number of weeks/matches deducted: 
All mitigating factors were present and the Committee determined that in those circumstances, the Player should be 
entitled to a reduction of 50% from the original entry point. 
 
 

 
 

RELEVANT OFF-FIELD AGGRAVATING FACTORS 
 

Player’s status generally as an offender of the Laws of the Game – WRR 17.20.1(a) 
None 

Need for deterrence – WRR 17.20.1(b) 
None 

Any other off-field aggravating factors – WRR 17.20.1(c) 
None 

 

Number of additional weeks/matches:                        

 
SANCTION 

 
NOTE: PLAYERS ORDERED OFF OR CITED ARE PROVISIONALLY SUSPENDED PENDING THE HEARING OF THEIR CASE, 
SUCH SUSPENSION SHOULD BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION WHEN SANCTIONING – WRR 17.12.5(f) and 17.13.7. 

Total sanction  3 weeks Sending off sufficient  ☐ 
 

Sanction commences 
 

19th November 2021 

3 

0 
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Sanction concludes Midnight on 18th February 2022, representing 3 weeks 

Matches/tournaments 
included in sanction 

Waratahs v Brumbies – 29th January 2022 
Brumbies v Brumbies Development, Canberra 4/5th February 2022 
Moana Pacifica v Brumbies on 18th February 2022 
The Committee declined to include the Barbarians v Samoa on 26th November 2021 as a 
meaningful match. The match was not originally in the Player’s Schedule, he was purportedly 
a late replacement for a second row and had received no specific invitation from The 
Barbarians. Although the Committee noted Mr Rennie’s comment in his statement that as 
the Barbarians Coach it was intention to select him. On balance the Committee were not 
persuaded to include the match. 

 
Costs 
 

None 

 
Signature  
(JO or Chairman) 
 

 
Mike Hamlin (RFU)  

Date  
27th November 2021  

 

NOTE:  THE PLAYER WILL HAVE 48 HOURS FROM THE DATE OF RECEIPT OF THE WRITTEN DECISION TO FILE AN APPEAL WITH 
THE ADMINISTRATOR – DR 6.2(a).  TO BE EMAILED TO disciplinary@6nations.net. 

mailto:disciplinary@6nations.net

